
 

 

 

CRIME – UV AND NARCOTICS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
COCAINE | AMPHETAMINE | ECSTACY 
 
Some narcotics such as amphetamine, cocaine and 
certain MDMA tablets are clearly fluorescent when 
illuminated with UV light.  
 
Even minute amounts of certain narcotics can be 
readily visible when illuminated with UV, making the 
investigators work much easier when, for example, 
performing a house search for suspected narcotics.  
 
Powder and powder residue which remains on clothing, 
hands, tables, kitchen sinks, balances and other tools, 
and which is not normally visible in normal light, 
becomes highly visible with the use of ultraviolet light. 
 
Fluorescent narcotics 
• Cocaine 
• Amphetamine 
• MDMA tablets (including some but not all Ecstasy 

tablets) 
 
Cocaine 
Cocaine having a purity of at least 87 % fluoresces 
clearly when illuminated with UV light. 
 
Amphetamine 
Some amphetamine having a purity of 78 % (i.e. of 
Dutch, Baltic or Polish origin) are clearly fluorescent 
when illuminated with UV light. Even small amounts of 
amphetamine are easy detectable because of their 
fluorescent nature.  
 
MDMA tablets  
Some MDMA tablets (i.e. Ecstasy with four-leaf clover 
logotypes) are clearly fluorescent with UV. Even small 
fragments are easily visible as they fluoresce 
intensively. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHAT MAKES THE LABINO® LAMP UNBEATABLE? 
 
• Labino® UV and white light lamps are extremely 

intense and create new possibilities in the field of 
crime investigation. 

• Labino® high intensity UV lamps are so powerful 
that they can even be used in normal lit areas or 
outdoors while still maintaining a high contrast-to-
background while maximizing the probability of 
detecting valuable traces.  

• Immediate start and restart – full power in approx-
imately 5-15 seconds. 

• Dust tight and temporary water proof, IP65 certified 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Study made by Håkan Carlberg, Crime Scene Investigator, Östergötland Police 
Department, Sweden. 
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Amphetamine (78 %) in white light  Amphetamine (78 %) in UV light 
 

 
 
Cocaine 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Cocaine (87 %) in white light    Cocaine (87 %) in UV light 
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MDMA (Ecstasy) in white light    MDMA (Ecstasy) in UV light 


